Animal model for genetic evaluation of multibreed data.
Extension of beef cattle genetic evaluation procedures to multibreed data sets is proposed as a way to allow inclusion of crossbred animals into current analyses and to provide comparisons between purebred animals of different breeds. Previous papers dealing with multibreed BLUP have proposed sire or sire-maternal grandsire models. Because current models used in the beef industry are predominantly of the reduced animal model form, models were developed for animal model and reduced animal model mixed-model evaluations that would account for fixed and random additive genetic effects, along with fixed and random nonadditive genetic effects for populations with heterogeneous means and variances.